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The Character of a Good Ma IS TRATE 


SERMON 


reached before the 
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T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court be given to 
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Exopvs XViii, ver. 21. 


Moreover, thou ſhalt provide out of all the 
People, able Mien, ſuch as fear God; 
Men of Toe hating Covetouſueſs. 


TS E have in theſe Words the true Character of a 
SEE; good Magiſtrate, drawn by Jethro, Moſes's Fa- 
ther- in- Law, who thus deſcribes, and recom- 
mends him to Moſes's Choice, who much wanted 

Al ſuch worthy Magiſtrates, to help and caſe him 

of the Burden, which ſat ſo heavy on his Shoul- 

ders. The Weight of Government, it ſeems, lay ſo hard upon 
him, that Jethro blames his Son in-law, for going beyond his 
Strength, and making himſelf too much a Slave to ſerve the 
People. The Thing that thou doeſt is not good, ſays Jethro to 
Moſes: Thou wilt ſurely wear away, both thou, and this People 
with thee; thou art not able to perform it thyſelf alone. Verſes 
I7, 18. To judge the Cauſes of a whole Nation is too great a 
Task for one Man to undergo ; eſpecially if he did but conſider 
What a Set of People he had to deal with, a ſtiff-necked and 


7 erſe Generation, full of Murmur and Complaint at every 
A2 Turn; 


FR! 


Turn; of - Noiſe and Tumult at any Pinch of Difficulty, and 
ready to mutiny againſt him, who, by the Hand of Providence, 


had delivered them from a Multitude of Dangers. Are they 
put in Fear at the Appearance of Pharaoh, and his Hoſt in full 


March and Purſuit after them? Impatient of Danger, and 
eager to reflect on Mo/es, though they knew that God had ſent 
him to be their Leader, their Saviour, and Deliverer; though 


they had ſeen. with their own Eyes the many Wonders he had 
already done for them, yet they cannot no, they cannot 
forbear to clamour, and burſt forth into this bitter and ſar- 
caſtick Expoſtulation againſt him. What, ſay they, becauſe 
there were wo Graves in Egypt, haſt thou rakes s away to die 
in the Wilderneſs ® Wherefore haſt thou thus dealt with us, to 
carry us forth out of Egypt? 1s not this the Word, that we did 
tell thee in Egypt, /aying, let us alone that we may ſerve the 
Egyptians ? For had it not been better for us to have ſerved the 


Egyptians, than that we ſhould die in the Wilderneſs * Exod. - 
xiv. I1, 12. Are they in Straits for Want of Bread ? preſently 


they cry. out againſt Me/es, and in a ſurly Strain of Language 


they ſay, Would to God we had died by the Hand of the Lord, 


in the Land of Egypt, when we ſat by the Fleſb-pots, and whey 
we did eat Bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into 
this Wilderzeſs to kill this whole Afſemlly with Hunger. Exod 
xvi. 3. Thus they grudge and grumble againſt Moſes, as if he, 


and not God, was the Author of this Scarcengſs. Does God 


ſend them Bread from Heaven, and feed them to the full? They 
come in Time to loath even Angels Food, and in an . 
perous Tone cry out, Who ſball give us 237 to eat ? And 


what is to be done in this Caſe? What Steps muſt Moſes take 
to manage ſuch unruly People as are pleaſed neither full nor 
TE. ? 'The beſt Way, no Doubt, is to follow Fethro's Advice: 


Let Moſes take | in others to afſiſt bim, and have a Share of Go- 
vernment 


6 


vernment with himſelf ; for what one ſingle Man is ſufficient for 


theſe Things? To be continually haunted with Out-cries, and 


| plagued with a Spirit of Contradiction, is more than can be 


born by one Man, without the Help of others to come in, and 
partake of the Burden. That Mo/es thereſore might not be 
diſappointed in the Service of others, by making an ill Choice 
of Perſons, who might prove as mad and mutinous as the Peo- 


ple, he gives this further Direction, and tells him, who are fit 


and proper for him to make Magiſtrates, They muſt be able 
Men, ſuch as fear the Lord, Men of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs. 


Of theſe Qualifications I ſhall ſpeak dittinctly in their Order. 
Firft, They muſt be able Men. 


Ir is, I confeſs, a great Happineſs for a Nation to live un- 
der the Guard of good Eaws to ſecure their Religion, their 


Perſons, their Rights, and Liberties. But good Laws, of theme 


ſelves, never made a People happy, without the Aid and Aſſiſt- 
ance of good Magiſtrates to put them in Execution. The Law, 
without the Magiſtrate to enforce it, is no more than a Sword 


in the Sqabbard, that is of no Uſe cither to protect or puniſh, 


ill it is drawn. It is but poor Comfort for a Man to ſay that 
he has the Law on his Side, when, at the ſame 'Time, he has 


no Magiſtrate to appeal to; or, which is as bad, or rather worſe, 


he has a Magiftrate to appeal to, but he will not, or knows 
not how to do him Juſtice. In ſuch a Caſe, what does the Law 
ſignify, which operates not by it ſelf, but is a meer dead Letter, 
unleſs there is Somebody to give it Life, and redreſs the injured 
Perſon? As therefore we expect to have good Magiſtrates, we 
are obliged to take Care whom we chuſe ; and in the firſt Place 
provide able Men. "Theſe are the Perſons whom Jethro ſets in 


the Front, and in my Judgement with great Wiſdom. He bids 
to provide not only ſuch as tear God and arc honeſt Men, 


but 


(6) * 
but ſuch alſo as are able Men; that is, as I conceive, Men f 
Parts and Underſtanding. And he preſcribes. to him after this 
Manner, for a very good Reaſon, which is this: A Man may 
be very honeſt and good, very pious and devout, and yet by no 
Means fit to make a Magiſtrate, for Want of Skill to govern, 
He may indeed be fit for a Cloiſter, where he may have more 
- Leiſure to ſay his Prayers, and ſerve God: gut is of little Ser- 
vice, or rather inſignificant, in the Arts of Government, where 
there is as much Need of the Wiſdom of the Serpent, as the 
Innocence of the Dove ; where he ſhall be ſure to be ſurround- 
ed, and beſet with a Multitude of crafty deſigning People, who, 
if he is not on his Guard, nor has Sagacity enough to ſmell 
out their Deſigns, will certainly miſlead him; will abuſe the 
honeſt, plain, good Man, who ſuſpects no Harm, becauſe he 
knows none; and in the Simplicity of his Heart, he ſhall be 
betrayed into Miſchief and Danger, not only to himſelf, but to 
the great Detriment of the Publick, which oftentimes ſmarts 


through his Indiſcretion very ſeverely, ER 
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0 BESIDES this Sort of Knowledge which informs and learns 
ö him how to underſtand Men; there is another Sort of Know- 
| ledge proper for a Magiſtrate, I mean, that of the Law. If he 
1 is not ſo well verſed in it as thoſe of that Profeſſion, yet Some- 
| thing methinks he ſhould know of it, to make him in ſome 
4 Meaſure qualified for his Truſt, elſe how ſhall he direct others 
1 according to that Rule? How liable is he to be impoſed upon, 
q who, on all Occaſions, muſt be obliged to truſt to another's 
Judgement, and ſpeak another's Senſe, and not his own : So 
that for Want of a competent Knowledge to act by himſelf, 
and with his own Underſtanding, he acts not, but is ated, and 
by this Means may chance to prove no great Bleffing. *Tis for 
this Reaſon that God, when he denounces a fore Judgement o 
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his People, the Tenour of his Threatning runs thus, they bal 
be governed by Children, that is, by thoſe, who, through the 
Weakneſs of their Underſtanding, are as unfit to govern as 
Children. Ignorance is bad enough in all Men, but worſt in 
Magiſtrates, who can never determine Right further than what 
they know; all beyond this is acting blindſold, where if they 
happen to hit right, it is more by Chance than. Choice. And 
what great Good can be expected on ſuch Terms, where Things 
right or wrong are ſet upon the ſame Foot, and all of them 
put to the Venture,? There be a Thouſand Ways for a Man 
to miſtake and do amiſs, and without ſome Share of Knowledge, 
tis Odds but he miſcarries; and the Conſequence of that is, in- 
ſtead of doing Good, which is the Duty and Honour of a Ma- 
giſtrate, he docs much Harm by his Ignorance; he diſgraces, 
not adorns his Station. Indeed the common Picture of F#/tice 
is drawn with Eyes covered and blinded, and ſhe 1s repreſented 


thus by Way of Emblem, only to ſhow that, Jaſtice muſt be 


blind, and have no Reſpect to Perſons, and not that ſhe ſhould 


be blind to Cauſcs, where many*Times the Cafe proves intricate, 


perplexed, and diſficult, and: for that Reaſon requires the Uſe 
of all the Sight ſhe has to ſearch, find out, and decide fairly. 
Of ſuch great Importance is it to have wile and Knowing Mu- 


giſtrates, and not only ſo, but to have them turnithed with Pru- 


dence to make Uſe of their Knowledge. Which is another 
Qualification that goes to make up an able Man. 


KN OWLIEDOr, by it ſelf, is no more than meer Speculation, 
nor is of any great Value till it is reduced to Practice. Here 
then it is that Prudence muſt come in, and take her Seat to be 
the Guide to direct and manage. Should a Man be never fo 
learned, was he acquainted with all Languages, did he under- 
ſtand the Policy and Conſtitution of every individual Govern- 

| | "0 ment ; 
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ment; What would all this ſignify, or how 1s the World bet- 
tered by him, if he has not Prudence and Diſcretion enough to 
apply it rightly, and make a good Ule of it ? | 


Is Paſſion, or Prejudice, or Party, are a Biaſs upon his Un- 
derſtanding, then, the greater and brighter his Parts are, the 
more able will he be to do Miſchief; and if that is the Uſe he 
makes of them, he may be an able Man, but it is only to vile 
Purpoſes. Now, a wiſe wicked Man is but a ſcurvy Character. 
| Spight and Splcen have oftentimes ſtrange Effects, even upon 
wile and knowing Men; fo that unleſs Prudence does interpoſe 
to moderate and bring them to 'Temper, they ſettle uſually, and 
end in Malice and Miſchief as great as their Wiſdom, But 
theſe are Things to which a good Magiſtrate is a perfect Stran- 
ger. His Buſineſs lies quite another Way. All his Stock of 
Knowledge and Underſtanding is laid out to ſerve and pleaſe 
not himſelf, but his Country, He abhors, detefts, and baniſhes 
from his Heart all the Glowings of Pique and Reſentment, 
the Plague of Society, and Bane of Government. So much 
for the firſt Point. Moſes mult ſeek out and provide able Men. 


Tx next, that follow, fit to be made Magiſtrates, are, ſuch 
as fear God, Men truly religious, who would fear to offend God, 
by doing Injuſtice; but not fear to offend Men by doing Right. 
Such Men, in all their Proceedings, have the Fear of God 
continually before their Eyes, and this will tell them who they 
are, and whom they repreſent ; no leſs a Perſon than God him- 
ſelf, in whoſe Stead they act, and by his Commiſſion, which 
prompts them therefore to act as if he was himſelf preſent, to 
hear the Cauſe and give Sentence, A Man without Religion 
will hardly be kept ſteady to the ſtrict Rules of Juſtice, For 
having no Refraint upon him by the Fear of God, we can never 
| = © | ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe that any other Fear will hold him faſt, where he can 
tranſgreſs with Safety. Why ſhould we expect that Man to 
be faithful to his Truſt, who is a Rebel to God ? What Rea- 
fon to think that Man will have Regard to the Rules of Ju-- 
ſtice, be always punctual and exact, without the leaſt Deviation 
from them, who has no Regard to God the Author of Juſtice, 
and without whom there would be no ſuch Thing as Right 
and Wrong? Is it reaſonable to hope to find a true ftaunch 
Friend in him, who loves nothing but himſelf; or that he will 
keep his Word, whom 'Oaths are not ſtrong cnough to bind ? 
Be pleaſed to conſult your own Experience, and then give me 
Leave to appeal to your ſelves. Is there any one Man here 
among us that would care to have his Life and Fortune to lie 
in the Hands of one that has no Religion? Would not a Man, 
nay, would not the Atheiſt himſelf, chuſe rather to truſt one 
that fears God, than one that owns and knows no God bur. 
his Pleaſures and his Intereſt? It is, I know, urged by ſome, 
that independent and abſtracted from Religion, there is a cer- 
_ tain Love 9 which Nature has inſpired, and planted 
within us, and that this is ſufficient to make up the Character 
of an honeſt Man, ſuch, at leaft, as ſhall paſs forzhoneſt in the 
Eye of the World. So indeed they fay — But this is only a 
ſpecious Pretence, which may ſerve to ſupport the Credit, and 
keep up that good Opinion, they would tain have among Men. 
For, I would know what Sort of Juſtice that is like to be, 
which is lett to the Diſcretion of ſuch as are perſuaded there is 
no God tor them to fear? Will the ambitious, the voluptuous, 
and the covetous Man, that are thus perſuaded, have any great 
Notion of Honeſty, or profound Veneration 1 which 
with them is but a meer Name. As theſe Men ſet aſide Reli- 
gion, and the Thoughts of God are far from them, whom have 
So to regard but themſelves, and to make themſelves their ſole _ 
End? Why ſhould not Intereſt, Pleaſure, Honour and Glory 
be their Idols ! Why may they not ſacrifice every Thing be- 
ſides to theſe, ſince they ſee nothing better than themſelves, nor 
whom they can pleaſe better? What Honefty therefore, I urge 
it again, can be expected from ſuch Perſons? They may talk 
| | —_ RO of 
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they, at the ſame J ime, contrad! 
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of their Morals, and boaſt of their Honour, it is but Talk and 
Poaſting. For after all, while — pretend to ſet aſide Religion, 


and confute themſelves. For 
the Caſe ſtands with them plainly thus: Though they are not 
for Religion themſclves, yet they are contented to joyn with 
you, and ae very glad to have the Belict of it ipſtilled into 


the Minds of the People; they look upon it to be a State-En—-— 


gine, and a good Piece of Policy to keep in Awe the Ignorant 
and Vulgar. But, by this very Confeſſion, they allow, that a 
Senſe of Honeſty, ſtamped upon our Hearts by the Light of 
Reaſon, is not ſufficient, barely of itſelf, to _ Men within 
Bounds, nor yet, make a truly good Man, who, before he is ſo, 
muſt fear God. For no Motive, but that of Religion, can make 
him a thorough-paced honeſt Man, and all of a Piece, Religion, 
and that only, will inſpire him with Courage, to ſtand Froof 
againſt ſuch - I emptations, as otherwiſe might ſtagger his Virtue, 
For Inſtance, when a Man has no more to do, in Order to gain 
the Eſteem and _— of the World, than to joyn with 
the ſtrongeſt and the wrongeſt Side; whereas, if he ſticks cloſe 
to the Cauſe of Equity and Truth, he ſhall be hated and abuſed 
for it. When he 1s obliged to oppoſe Authority, and ſo run 
the Riſque of his Fortunes, if he will act, and ſhow himſelf to 
be an honeſt Man, When, by tranſgreſſing the Bounds of Juſtice, 
he has an Opportunity of making himſelf, as we call it. In a 


Word, when he may do Evil without the Apprehenſion of 
Danger, How ſoon is Reaſon ſtaggered ? How ready to com- 


ply and yield to the Temptation, if not ſupported by Religion ? 
It is an eaſy Matter to find Men — pious, and, in Ap- 
pearance, ſtrictly honeſt, while they have no Temptation to ſe- 
duce them. Ihus far they will go by the Light of Reaſon. 


Nut to ſee this Virtue of theirs to hold out againſt all the Con- 
ſiderations of Intereſt, to be honeſt and juſt againſt themſelves, 


nay, perhaps to their utter Ruin in this World: This is ſuch 
a Sort of Honour as is hard to find, unleſs Religion comes in 
as Second to ſupport it. For why ſhould a Man be contented 


to ſuffer, if he can help it, any Inconvenience in this World, 


which is his All, and where he can find nothing ſo near and dear 
| | „ 
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to him as himſelf? I conclude therefore, that the Fear of God 
is the great Foundation of all true Virtue ; that, without this, 
a Man can be neither a good Subject, nor a good Citizen, nor 
a good Friend, nor a good Magiſtrate; that he can never diſ- 
charge the Duties of a truly honeſt Man, if he is not touched 
with this religious Fear in his Heart. And, with this Fear, he 
gets rid of all other Fear, and has nothing elſe to fright him. 
For he acts under the awful Eye of God, and is obſtinately bent 
to do his Duty, without ſwerving to the Right or Left, againſt 
all Difficulty and Diſcouragements whatſoever. He is refolved 
to be a Man of Truth, z. e. an honeſt upright Man, whoſe 
Love to Truth will make him ſiſt it out, by hearing both Sides 
88 with impartial Attention and unbiaſs'd Affection. 

hich is the third Qualification of Magiſtrates mentioned here. 


The y muſt be Men of Truth. 


Ax p what will not ſuch Men do for the Sake of Truth? 
They will grudge no Pains to examine into Cauſes, ſearch dili- 
gently and goto the Bottom, ſo they = but come to the Truth 
at laſt, The Honour of 1 is to ſearch out a Matter, ſays 
Solomon the wiſeſt of Kings, Prov. xxv. 2. And ſo it is the 

Honour of thoſe Magiſtrates that act under him, to find out 
the Myſteries of Iniquity, in order to puniſh them; that as others 
are careful to conceal their Wickedneſs, tc colour over and cloak 
their evil Actions, ſo theſe may be as diligent to diſcover and 
lay them open. For Cauſes many Times become obſcure, not 
in the Nature or Matter of them, but by the Subtilty and Cun- 
ning of the Parties concerned in them, who caſt about and ſet 
their Wits to Work, how they may put a Gloſs upon a Buſineſs 
that appears ſuſpicious, and endeavour to make Good look like 
Evil, and Evil like Good. For as ſome plain Texts of Scrip- 
ture are rendered cloudy and hard to be underſtood, by ſome 
who labour more to bring the Scripture to their Senſe and Opi- 
nions, than ſubmit their Opinions to the Senſe of Scripture : 
So in Civil Matters, ſome clear Cauſes are rendered dark, by rat- 
ling a Duſt, and hard to be underſtood, by Reaſon of the 
Quirks and Quibbles of the . whoſe Intereſt it is 0 Pag 
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zle a Cauſe as much as they can. A Man of Truth, therefore, 
that makes a Conſcience of his Office, will not be over haſty to 
decide in a difficult Caſe, only to ſave himſelf ſo much Time and 
Labour. He will take Time to conſider, and have Patience to 
hear, and keep his Ears open to both Parties, be they Rich or 
Poor, Acquaintance or Strangers. He is equally diſpoſed to at- 
tend to both Sides, and diſpatch them both with equal and im- 
partial Juſtice. 'The Fews, in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 
were ſo very nice, that we are told by ſome of their Dodcrs, that 
ſome particular Practices in their Courts were kept up on Purpole 
to preſerve that Awe and Reſpect which is due to the Diipen- 
ſation of exact Juſtice *. For if one of the contending Parties 
came into the Court richly cloathed, and the other poorly, they 
would not hear them, *till they were both de? alike ; nor 
would they ſuffer one of them to lit, and the other to ſtand ; 
but both of them cither ſat or ſtood. And it they ſat, one of 
them was not permitted to ſit higher than the other, but they 
fat by each other's Side: Intimating, by this Form of Ceremony, 
that High and Low, Rich and Poor, are, when before the , a- 
giſtrate, on equal 'I erms, and without any other Diſtinction than 
that of their Cauſe. Tis | 


| Msxxcy and Compaſſion to the Poor is, I confeſs, a very 
moving Argument, and hard to be reſiſted; but we have no Right 
to relieve them againſt the Right of another. If we would help 
a poor Man, becauſe he is poor, we muſt help him out of our 
own, and not another's, Purſe. There is no other Relief, that I 
ſee, for the Magiſtrate to afford; becauſe he muſt judge ac- 
cording to the Equity of the Cauſe, not according to the Po- 
verty of the Perſon. The Law muſt have its Courſe, and Ju- 
ſtice be done, and no rich Man, becauſe he is rich, be wronged 


or defrauded of his Due. 


So. likewiſe on the other Hand, the Acquaintance of F riends, 
and Relations, and great Men, are potent Arguments to ſway a 
5 | Magiſtrate 
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* he Selden de Syneetrijs, Page 349. | 
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Magiſtrate, if he is not armed with Courage and Refolution; 
but a Man of Truth will never be ſcared nor cajoled out of his 
Duty. He dreads the Cries of the Poor againſt him, more than 
the Threatnings of the Great, and will dare to be cruſhed him - 
ſelf, rather than injure or cruſh them. He chuſes to bear the 
Frowns of the High and Mighty, and incur their Diſpleaſure 
rather than offend. and diſoblige his great Lord and Matter, 
whoſe Ears are open to the Cries of the Poor, and will certainly 
be their Avenger. And although he may, * on Occaſion, 
be allowed to temper the Severity of the Law; yet he muſt by 
no Means pull the Sting quite out of it. He is in Duty bound 
to. break. the Jaws of the Wicked, and pluck the Spoil out of 
his Teeth; for he beareth not the Sword in vain, which is put 
into his Hand to {mite, as well as ſhow it, and make thoſe feel 
it, who are not awed with the Sight of it, be thev never ſo 
5 The Rich hath many Friends, ſays the wiſe Man; they 
ave a Sort of Influence, if not Command ſometimes, on 
Magiſtrates and Judges. But the poor Man is hated of his 
Neighbour. 'Theretore to be a Friend to the Poor, where there 
is Room for Fricndthip, to .cheriſh and ſ protect him from Op- 
Yreffion, is the Delight of God himſelf, and will be fo of God's 
— too, who, by Acts of Kindneſs, Righteouſneſs, and 
Judgement, will do Juſtice for Juſtice Sake, in Spight of Pow- 
er to territy him, or Bribes to corrupt his __ Heart, 
which is above Fear, and he hates Covetouſneſs: Which js- 
the laſt Qualification here mentioned that belongs to a good. 
Magittratc, | 


Wk are told by St. Paul, i Tim. vi. 10. That the Love of 
Money, which is Covetouſnets, is the Root of all Evil. And 
ſo we learn from the very Heathen, What will not this curſed 
craving Appetite for Money make Men do? ſays one of their 
Poets. It is a Paſſion in its Purſuits ſo violent, that nothing 
can ſtop it; ſo ravenous in its Appetite, that nothing can ſatisfy 
and content it, and ſo unjuſt in its Demands, that nothing is 
more unreaſonable. Tis this inſatiate Paſſion that breeds ſo 


much Difference amongſt Men, and engages them continually in. 
| E Suits 
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Suits and Quarrels; where each Man uſes all Sort of Arts and 
Artifice againſt each other, and ſpare neither Force nor Fraud 
to gain their Point right or wrong, to the Ruin and Deſtruction 
of their Neighbour, Friend, or Foe. without Diſtinction. Tis 
this pernicious Paſſion that fills the Country with Robbers, and 
the City with Thieves and Sharpers, that baniſhes all Fear of 
God, that defies his Threatnings, and contemns his Promiſes, 


and tramples under Foot his Laws, as well as the Laws of Men. 


In a Word, from this Root pring up almoſt all the Crimes and 
all the Miſeries of Mankind. hat is it that tempts Men to 


lie and cheat, to ſwear and forſwear, and many Times commit 


Murder? Money. What makes Men of ſeeming good Cha- 
racter, Men of approved and experienced Probity in their Deal- 
ings, often to proſtitute their Honour, which ought to be more 
dear than Lit: to them? Money. Nay, What induced the 
Traytor Judas to betray our Lord and Maſter? Money. For 
ſo 14 read that he was ſold for Thirty Pieces of Silver. And 
after this, What can we think the Love of Money will not 
tempt a Man to do? What Wickedneſs will he ſcruple to 
commit? Eſpecially if the Law cannot take hold of him, or 


the Magiſtrate is pleaſed to wink at it. He will trip himſelf of 


all Humanity, devour the Subſtance of the Poor, ruin the Widow 


and the Orphan, and many Times even renounce his Religion, 


and ſhow by this, how much he values Gold above God. Co- 
vetouſneſs therefore muſt be an odious and abominable Vice in 


all Men, but in none ſo much as a Magiſtrate. For he is lope 
or 


poſed to be the Guardian and Protector of the Injured, and 


that Reaſon he is called in Seripture their Shield. But how 


ſhall he be their Defence, if, for the Sake of filthy Lucre, he 


will ſuffer his Hands an! his Mouth to be ſtopped by a Bribe? 


There is, there can be, no Room for Juſtice to take Place, when 


a Man is obliged t do Something tor Something, or rather, 
obliged to {it ſtill and do Nothing, but "_ Juſtice, and ſuffer 


it to go by Default. If he will not take ſp2cial Care to keep 


his Hands clean, he will be apt to make but dirty Work, wo 
do juſt as much Miſchiet, as by Virtue of his Office he is bound 
to do Good. He becomes the exact Reverſe of what he ſhould 
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be; inſtead of Comfort and Support, he adds Sorrow to the 
Afflicted, he oppreſſes the Oppreſſed, and loads them with more 
Weight, who already groan under their Burden. Better no Ma- 
1 at all than ſuch an one, who, under the Formality of 

aw, and by Virtue of his Authority, ſhall ſee, or not ſee, the 
Equity of a Cauſe, juſt as his Intereſt leads him. And no great- 
er Curſe, I think, can befall a Man in this Life, than to fink 
under the Curſe of Legal Oppreſſion. "= 


| Tax covetous Man, in his private Capacity, is a Saint in 
Compariſon of a corrupt Magiſtrate. Not but that the one hath 
the ſame Inclination with the other, and would, if he could, 
make as much Havock in the World for the Sake of Money; 
but the Influence of his Power reaches not ſo far, nor has he 
ſo large a Sphere of Government to move in, as the other has to 
domineer, and commit Violence. If the one deſtroys his T hou- 
ſands, the other ruins his Ten "Thouſands ; he devours not ſingle 
Families, but is able to ſwallow down whole Provinces at one 
Gulp. Such a wide 'Throat may the Magiſtrate have, it he 
hates not Covetouſneſs. * 


Tuus you have heard the Character of a good NMagiſtrate, 
as deſcribed in the Words of my Text by theſe Four Qualifi- 
cations. He muſt be an able Man, a Man of Capacity and Un- 
derſtanding, for fear he ſhould do Wrong, when he means per- 
haps, and deſigns to do Right, but does not, becauſe he knows 
no better. He muſt fear God, have him always before his Eyes, 

or he will hardly fear any one elſe, nor ſcruple to purſue his 
own Intereſt, to the Neglect of the Publick, by any Means that 
he can. He muſt be a Man of Truth, a Lover of Juſtice and 
uity to that Degree, as to be ſwayed by no other Conſide- 
ration; neither by Pity to the Poor, nor Favour to the Rich ; 
but ſteady and impartial between them both. And laſtly, he 
muſt hate Covetouſneſs, the moſt ruinous to Government, eſpe- 
clally in Magiſtrates, of all Vices. Leave out any of theſe In- 
— 2 the End and — of the Law will ſoon be deſeat- 
ed at leaſt, if not perverted. And the Magiſtrate, "_ is not 
© _ x | adorned 
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adorned with all theſe Padges, is but the Figure and Image of 


himſclf, dreſſed up indeed and decked with. the Robes of his 


Office, which, without thoſe Ornaments of Virtue and Wiſdom, 


may as well become his Statue. But there is no Need tor me 
to multiply Words on this Subject before an Audience of Ma- 
giſtrates, who know, and by Experience too, a much better Ma- 
ſer than Books, what it is to govern well. Witneſs this great 
and populous City, fo well regulated and ordered; whoſe Fame 
has been long ago proclaimed far and wide, and ſo much ad- 
inired above other Cities, that by univerſal Conſent, ſhe has ever 
had the Preference for wiſc, pious, juſt, and generous Magiſtrates. 
Ta a Word, ſhe has gained ſuch a Name abroad, and appears in 
Grandeur fo magrifcent, that it will be very difficult to find her 
Figual, May the ever continue thus to flouriſh and abound, May 
{lic always find ſuch Magiſtrates as are mentioned in my Text, 
able Men, tearing God, Men of Truth, and hating Covetouſneſs. 


May the ſucceeding Generation of & agiſtrates learn to tread in 
the Steps, and follow the bright Example ot their wife Prede- 


ceftors, who have raiſed this City to ſuch a Pitch of Glory, that 
to keep it up in the ſame Luſtre for the Time to come, will be 
their ſufficient Commendation. 1 


Fox my own Part, I know before whom I ſtand; before a 
venerable Aflembly of Magiſtrates: And come not here to dict- 
ate, but as a Monitor, to put you in Mind, and beſeech you to 
go on in the Courſe of your Duty. And the Word of Exhor- 
tation I ſhall uſe for this Purpoſe, ſhall be in the Language of 
St. Paul, with which TI 3 Philip. iv. 8. RY 
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Finally, Brethren, what/cever Things are true, whatſoever Things 
are honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, 
cohat/cever Things are lovely, what/dever Things are of good Re- 
port ; if there be any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, think on 
theſe Things. And the God of Peace ſball be with you. 


AMEN, 
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